Advocacy for Nonprofits: Education, Lobbying and Campaign Intervention

Understanding Advocacy for Nonprofits as easy as 1-2-3-4!

1. Learn " Education involves instructing the public on subjects useful to the individual and beneficial to the community with factually supported
information designed to develop the audience's understanding.

S01(c)(3)s
issue education and "insubstantial”
lobbying; no political campaign
intervention

What can the each type
of organization do?

What does education, Lobbying can be direct or grass roots. Direct lobbying involves communication with legislators and their staffs and publication of
lobbying, and campaign <  documents advocating specific legislative action. Grassroots lobbying involves appealing to the general public to contact legislators
intervention mean? regarding legislative matters.

Campaign Intervention involves taking a public-facing action that favors or opposes one or more candidates for public office or
political parties.
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(equal time. range of setting out views on
Issues) broad range of issues
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2. Find 1. Provide appropriate
your disclaimers.
Activity 2. File lobbying reports with

Ethics Board.

3. Keep expenses separate
from the (c)(3) expenses.

4. Keep website content
distinct from the (c)(3) and
clearly mark donation options
as (c)(3) or (c)(4).

4. Consider adopting an
allocation MOU with the (c)(3)
to clearly delineate (c)(4) and
(c)(3) expenses.

1. Provide campaign finance
(C.F.) disclaimers.

2. Provide 24-Hour or 48-Hour
reports to the C.F. board.

3. Provide regular C.F. reports
to the C.F board or IRS.

4, Consider adopting an
allocation MOU with the (c)(4).

* Note that the rules that for 527s, PACs, and Super PACs are complex. This chart is a general guide that doesn't address all the differences between them.
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